AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 17, 2014

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1527

Introduced by Assembly Member Perea

January 17, 2014

te-amend-Section75125-of the Public-Resaurees-Code; add Arti cl,e 13
(commencing with Section 116756) to Chapter 4 of Part 12 of the Health
and Safety Code, relating to drinking water-guality.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1527, as amended, Perea. Public water systems: drinking water.

Existing law, known as the California Safe Drinking Water Act,
requiresthe State Department of Public Health to administer provisions
relating to the regulation of drinking water to protect public health,
including, but not limited to,-agminister programsto fund improvements
and expansion of small community water systems using specified
priorities. Existing law requires the department to encourage the
consolidation of small community water systems that serve
disadvantaged communitiesin instances where consolidation will help
the affected agencies and the state to meet specified goals.

This bill would authorize an assuming water system, as defined, to
voluntarily consolidate with another water system. This bill would
define* assuming water system” asawater systemthat will obtain legal
ownership of another water system or systems, and that has a permit
to operate from the department, and would define “ subsumed water
system” as the water system that will transfer legal ownership to the
assuming water system. This bill would require the assuming water
system to file a voluntary consolidation plan with the department that
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includes, but is not limited to, a list of current deficiencies in the
subsumed water system, proposed remedies to those deficiencies, and
a timeline for correcting the subsumed water system. This bill would
require the department to approve the voluntary consolidation plan
within 60 days, and if the department does not disapprove of the plan
within those 60 days the plan will be deemed approved. This bill would
also provide that an assuming water system that begins voluntary
consolidation pursuant to an approved plan, is not liable for any good
faith, reasonable effort to assume possession of, and to operate, the
subsumed water systemin compliance with the plan and other statutes
and regulations. This bill would also require the department to adopt
regulationsrelating to the required content of a voluntary consolidation
plan and the process for approval.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
SECTION 1. Article 13 (commencing with Section 116756) is
added to Chapter 4 of Part 12 of Division 104 of the Health and
Safety Code, to read:
Article 13. Voluntary Consolidation

116756. For purposes of this article the following definitions
apply:
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(a) “ Assuming water system” meansa public water systemthat
obtainslegal ownership of another public water systemor systems
pursuant to Section 116757 and has a permit to operate pursuant
to Section 116525.

(b) “ Subsumed water system” meansa public water systemthat
transfers legal ownership to an assuming water system.

116757. Anassuming water systemmay voluntarily consolidate
with another water system. The assuming water system shall file
a written plan for voluntary consolidation with the department
that includes, but isnot limited to, a list of the current deficiencies
in the subsumed water system, planned remediesto fix the current
deficiencies, and a timeline for correction of the subsumed water
system. The department shall have 60 daysto approvethe voluntary
consolidation plan. If the department does not disapprove the
voluntary consolidation plan within 60 days, the plan shall be
deemed approved. If an assuming water system begins voluntary
consolidation pursuant to an approved voluntary consolidation
plan, the assuming water system shall not be liable for any good
faith, reasonable effort to assume possession of and operate the
subsumed water system in compliance with the plan, this chapter
and other applicable laws and regulations.

116758. The department shall adopt regulations relating to
the required content of a voluntary consolidation plan and the
process for approval.
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